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Traditional Worship: 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Sunday, May 5, 2024 

9:00 a.m. 

GATHERING 

PRELUDE “All Creatures of Our God and King” John Behnke 

Bells of Praise; Dr. Karen Black, director 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

EWALU PRESENTATION  Harry & Elle Blobaum 

SPECIAL MUSIC “If You Love Me” Natalie Sleeth 

School Choir; Katie Idler, director 
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You are invited to rise.  

OPENING HYMN “We Know that Christ Is Raised” ELW 449 
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You are invited to rise. 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  

 the wellspring of grace, our Easter and our joy. 

C Amen. 

P Look, here is water! 

C Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

P Immersed in the promises of baptism, let us give thanks for what God has done for 

us. We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your voice thundered over the 

deep and water became the essence of life.  

 Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. The ark carried your creation through 

the flood into a new day. Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the 

sea into freedom’s land. In a desert pool the Ethiopian official entered your 

boundless baptismal life.  

P Look, here is water! 

C Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

P At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy 

Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you opened the floodgates of 

your reconciling love, freeing us to live as Easter people. We rejoice with glad 

hearts, giving all honor and praise to you, through the risen Christ, our source of 

living water, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

P Look, here is water! 

C Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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KYRIE 

The assisting minister sings the verses. The assembly sings the refrains only. 
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THIS IS THE FEAST 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond 

understanding. Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all 

things, we may obtain your promises, which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus 

Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.. 

C Amen. 
Please be seated. 
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WORD 

FIRST READING:   Acts 10:44-48 

L A reading from Acts. 

44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 45The 

circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy 

Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 46for they heard them speaking in 

tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, 47“Can anyone withhold the water for 

baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48So he 

ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for 

several days. 

L The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING  1 John 5:1-6 

L A reading from 1 John. 

1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who 

loves the parent loves the child. 2By this we know that we love the children of God, when 

we love God and obey his commandments. 3For the love of God is this, that we obey his 

commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, 4for whatever is born of 

God conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. 5Who is 

it that conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 6This is 

the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with the 

water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. 

L The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

You are invited to rise. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL   John 15:9-17 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John. 

C Glory to you O Lord. 

[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10If you 

keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 

commandments and abide in his love. 11I have said these things to you so that my joy may 

be in you, and that your joy may be complete.12“This is my commandment, that you love 

one another as I have loved you. 13No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life 

for one’s friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15I do not call you 

servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I 

have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard 

from my Father. 16You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and 

bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my 

name. 17I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.”  

P The Gospel of our Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
Please be seated. 

CHILDRENS MESSAGE  Harry & Elle Blobaum 

SERMON  Pr. Frank Johnson 
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You are invited to rise.  

HYMN OF THE DAY “For the Beauty of the Earth” ELW 879 

 

APPOSTLES’ CREED 

P Let us confess the faith of the Church, the faith in which we baptize. 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 

Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 

ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 

come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

A Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the 

church, the world, and all those in need of good news. A brief silence.  

A Your Holy Spirit falls upon all who hear the word. Fill your church with the gifts of 

your Spirit and give understanding hearts to those who strengthen our 

commitments with our ecumenical and interreligious partners. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

A You speak and the face of the earth is renewed. Revive your creation, that habitats 

and every kind of living thing might flourish. Protect endangered species and help 

us to care for all your creatures. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

A Your world is divided and the nations rage. Grant wisdom and vision to world 

leaders, that they may seek justice, peace, and the good of all, especially in the 

conflicts in Ukraine, Sudan, and Israel. Strengthen international partnerships and 

cooperation. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

A Your children are in need. Comfort all those who suffer, especially those afflicted by 

anxiety, depression, and mental illness. Help us to be conduits of your love in our 

care for one another. We especially pray for Randy Horst, Don Neil, and Kathy 

Nelson. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

A Your blessed saints now rest in you. Give us thankful hearts for those who have 

gone before us, especially Don Heyer, Janet Savage, Sara Spurbeck, and Bill 

Thalacker. At the last, bring us all together around your heavenly banquet table. 

God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 

A Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. 

C Amen. 

PEACE 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
Please be seated. 
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MEAL 

OFFERING MUSIC “This Glorious Day” Susan Geschke 

Bells of Praise; Dr. Karen Black, director 

You are invited to rise. 

OFFERTORY  

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

P Let us pray. Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we 

offer here be signs of your abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the world, 

through Jesus Christ, our true vine. 

C Amen. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

LORDS PRAYER 

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 

sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 

deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 

and forever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread.  

Come and eat at God’s table. 
We trust that Jesus Christ is truly present in the meal of Holy Communion. All baptized Christians who share that 

trust are welcome to Christ's meal. 

LAMB OF GOD 
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SONG DURING COMMUNION “Jesus Loves Me;” ELW 595 
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SONG DURING COMMUNION “Beautiful Savior” ELW 838 

 

You are invited to rise. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P Let us pray. Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nourished 

us with your love. Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and 

share the abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and friend. 

C Amen. 
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SENDING 

BLESSING 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

P The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, and the Spirit of Easter 

hope ☩ bless you now and always. 

C Amen. 

SENDING SONG “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” ELW 838 
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DISMISSAL 

A Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 

C Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

POSTLUDE “Toccata Postlude on a Beethoven Theme” Christopher Uehlein 

Dr. Karen Black, organ 
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SPONSORSHIPS 

Altar flowers are provided by Dick & Kathy Magnall in memory of Harley & Dorothy 

Meyer, Mary Meyer, Dr LJ & Jean Magnall & Jim Caffrey. 

Radio broadcast is sponsored by Yvonne Losch in gratefulness to the St. Paul's 

community for a steadfast dedication to acts of kindness in our troubled world. 

WORSHIP LEADERS & WELCOME 

Preacher: Pastor Frank Johnson, EWALU 

Presiding: Pastor Dave Efflandt 

Assisting Minister: Christine Anderson 

Lector: Susan Vallem 

Ushers: Becky McRobie, Beth Bachman, 

Merdith Keelan, Deb Turnball 

Communion Ministers: Jan Ott, Minetta 

Jones, Christine DeVries, Meredith Keelan, 

Deb Turnball 

Organist: Karen Black 

Sacristan: Adrien Drenkow 

Livestream: Lyla Pier-Atkinson  

Fellowship Donations: _____ 

Fellowship Helpers: Renae Bockholt, Terri 

Cotter 

Altar Guild for May: Sandy Dietz and 

Bonnie Drenkow 

COPYRIGHT NOTICE 
Liturgy setting from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright © Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006387. 

Music reproduced under One License #A-703397 and CCLI License #1839487. 

STAY IN TOUCH 

 

Pr. Dave Efflandt: 

Call 319-352-3850 and use the 

voice menu for pastoral care 

Pr. Patricia Shaw: 

Home: 319-596-4145 

Guest Wi-Fi: connectme 

Live Stream our 9 a.m. Sunday 

Worship at 

stpaulswaverly.org/live 

Or listen on the radio on KWAY 

99.3FM. 

 


